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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to study the communication competence of
Chinese students at Rangsit University 2) to study the self-adaptation of Chinese students
at Rangsit University to Thai culture, and 3) to study the relationship between
communication competence and self-adaptation of Chinese students at Rangsit
University to Thai culture. This study employed both quantitative and qualitative
research techniques. Quantitative data was collected by in-depth interview from 20
Chinese students who study at the Chinese Business School and five selected key
informants. Qualitative data was collected by a questionnaire administered to 67 Chinese
students who studied at the Chinese Business School. The collected data was analyzed
using percentage, means, standard deviation, t-test and the Pearson Product Moment
Correlation Coefficient.

The results showed that: 1. The respondents decided to study in Thailand
because they wanted to avoid the highly competitive education environment in China,
they needed more career opportunities and they liked Thais and Thai culture. 2. The
Chinese students’ interpretation of their cultural competence showed: 1) they could
understand body language used by Thais such as nodding, waiting (a slight bow, with the
palms pressed together in a prayer-like fashion), and waving, at a “high” level, 3.66. 2)
Their listening skills were at the “moderate” level, 3.24 while their speaking, reading and
writing skills were at the “low” level, 2.46, 2.01 and 1.71 respectively. 3. The Chinese
students’ interpretation of their adaptation to Thai culture showed: 1) they talked to Thai
strangers and used Thai language in their everyday life at the “moderate” level, 2.78. 2)
The Chinese students’ interpretation of their adaptation to Thai education showed: they
made study plans and participated in activities organized by university including the
University Games and Freshy Day & Night, at the “moderate” level, 3.16. 4. The Chinese
students’ motivations and expectations were found to be related to a fondness of Thai
culture, a desire for new experiences and not wanting to be unemployed. 5. A factor that
affected the self-adaptation of Chinese students was learning to accept the differences
between Thai and Chinese culture. 6. The Chinese students lacked Thai listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills. 7. There was no relationship found between
communication competence and the self-adaptation of Chinese students at Rangsit
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University to Thai culture, the significant difference found was 0.641. Therefore, it could
be concluded that Chinese students could adapt themselves to Thai culture, environment
and society, even though they experienced language problems.

KEYWORD: Intercultural Communication, Self-Adaptation
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